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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to application No. 10/687,984 filed on 
10/17/2003. Claims 1-34 are pending and have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDS) filed on 10/17/2003 and 
04/13/2007 is considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 12, 19-21, 27-30, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gorbatov et al. (US 6,792,617), in view 
of Arsenault (US 6,971,119), and further in view of Kanou (US 2003/0177492). 

Consider claims 1 and 27, Gorbatov teaches a programmable 
device comprising a computer readable medium storing programming 
code for controlling the device to perform processing (Col 9: lines 14-31, 
42-49) comprising: 

storing program metadata that includes descriptive data for 
television programs and segment metadata that includes descriptive data 
for individual segments of television programs (Col 6: line 25 - Col 8: line 
26 teaches descriptive data for television programs and individual 
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segments of television programs. Col 8: lines 28-34 teaches sending the 
descriptive data to the set-top box and later presenting it to the user. 
Descriptive data is inherently stored in some type of memory, ie: cache, or 
permanent memory, prior to presentation to the user. Col 8: line 62 - Col 
9: line 2 teaches retrieving events of interest and matching the to the 
event notifications to record the segments. Descriptive data is inherently 
stored in order for the set-top box to retrieve descriptive data for 
comparison); 

receiving a command to display a program guide (Col 4: line 65 - 
Col 5: line 1, and Col 8: lines 34-37 teaches displaying a program guide, 
A command originating from some source is inherently received in order to 
cause the program guide to be presented to the user); and 

in response to the command, producing from the program metadata 
and segment metadata a program guide, the program guide further 
comprising fields representing individual segments of programs (Col 4: 
line 56 -Col 5: line 1). 

Gorbatov does not explicitly teach, storing program and individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data; 

the program guide comprising a grid of fields representing 
television programs arranged by time and channel. 

In an analogous art Arsenault teaches, storing program metadata 
that includes timing data (Col 3: lines 54-61; Col 23-29); 
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a program guide comprising a grid of fields representing television 
programs arranged by time and channel (Fig.4; Col 11: lines 43-60), 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov's system to include storing program 
metadata that includes timing data; a program guide comprising a grid of 
fields representing television programs arranged by time and channel, as 
taught by Arsenault, for the advantage of presenting to the user in a 
convenient and organized manner, the channels and times programming 
content will occur, allowing them to easily process and decide on desired 
programming content. 

Gorbatov and Arsenault do not explicitly teach storing individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data. 

In analogous art Kanou teaches storing individual segment 
metadata that includes timing data (Fig.3; Paragraph 0038-0039). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov and Arsenault's system to include storing 
individual segment metadata that includes timing data, as taught by 
Kanou, for the advantage of organizing and prioritizing when program 
segments will occur during the span of the entire program. 

Consider claim 28, Gorbatov teaches a programmable device 
comprising a computer readable medium storing programming code for 
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controlling the device to perform processing (Col 9: lines 14-31, 42-49) 
comprising: 

storing program metadata that includes descriptive data for 
television programs and segment metadata that includes descriptive data 
for individual segments of television programs (Col 6: line 25 - Col 8: line 
26 teaches descriptive data for television programs and individual 
segments of television programs. Col 8: lines 28-34 teaches sending the 
descriptive data to the set-top box and later presenting it to the user. 
Descriptive data is inherently stored in some type of memory, ie: cache, or 
permanent memory, prior to presentation to the user. Col 8: line 62 - Col 
9: line 2 teaches retrieving events of interest and matching the to the 
event notifications to record the segments. Descriptive data is inherently 
stored in order for the set-top box to retrieve descriptive data for 
comparison); receiving a command to display a program guide (Col 4: line 
65 - Col 5: line 1 , and Col 8: lines 34-37 teaches displaying a program 
guide. A command originating from some source is inherently received in 
order to cause the program guide to be presented to the user); 

in response to the command, producing from the program metadata 
and segment metadata a program guide (Col 4: line 56 - Col 5: line 1); 
and 

in response to a further command, displaying segment information 
from said segment metadata for a program (Col 4: line 63 - Col 5: line 1). 
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Gorbatov does not explicitly teach, storing program and individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data; 

the program guide comprising a grid of fields representing 
television programs arranged by time and channel. 

In an analogous art Arsenault teaches, storing program metadata 
that includes timing data (Col 3: lines 54-61; Col 23-29); 

a program guide comprising a grid of fields representing television 
programs arranged by time and channel (Fig.4; Col 1 1 : lines 43-60), 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov's system to include storing program 
metadata that includes timing data; a program guide comprising a grid of 
fields representing television programs arranged by time and channel, as 
taught by Arsenault, for the advantage of presenting to the user in a 
convenient and organized manner, the channels and times programming 
content will occur, allowing them to easily process and decide on desired 
programming content. 

Gorbatov and Arsenault do not explicitly teach storing individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data. 

In analogous art Kanou teaches storing individual segment 
metadata that includes timing data (Fig. 3; Paragraph 0038-0039). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov and Arsenault's system to include storing 
individual segment metadata that includes timing data, as taught by 
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Kanou, for the advantage of organizing and prioritizing when program 
segments will occur during the span of the entire program. 

Consider claim 32, Gorbatov teaches a method in a programmable 
device (Col 9: lines 14-31, 42-49) comprising: 

storing program metadata that includes descriptive data for 
television programs and segment metadata that includes descriptive data 
for individual segments of television programs (Col 6: line 25 - Col 8: line 
26 teaches descriptive data for television programs and individual 
segments of television programs. Col 8: lines 28-34 teaches sending the 
descriptive data to the set-top box and later presenting it to the user. 
Descriptive data is inherently stored in some type of memory, ie: cache, or 
permanent memory, prior to presentation to the user. Col 8: line 62 - Col 
9: line 2 teaches retrieving events of interest and matching the to the 
event notifications to record the segments. Descriptive data is inherently 
stored in order for the set-top box to retrieve descriptive data for 
comparison); 

receiving a command to display a program guide; (Col 4: line 65 - 
Col 5: line 1, and Col 8: lines 34-37 teaches displaying a program guide. 
A command originating from some source is inherently received in order to 
cause the program guide to be presented to the user); and 

in response to the command, producing from the program metadata 
and segment metadata a program guide, the program guide comprising 
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fields representing television programs arranged by channel, the program 
guide further comprising fields representing individual segments of a 
program in the list for which segment metadata is available (Col 4: line 56 
-Col 5: line 1). 

Gorbatov does not explicitly teach, storing program and individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data; 

In an analogous art Arsenault teaches, storing program metadata 
that includes timing data (Col 3: lines 54-61; Col 23-29); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov's system to include storing program 
metadata that includes timing data; a program guide comprising fields 
representing television programs arranged by channel, as taught by 
Arsenault, for the advantage of organizing and prioritizing the times 
programming will occur in order to present to to the user an organized 
interface that allows them to easily process and decide on desired 
programming content. 

Gorbatov and Arsenault do not explicitly teach storing individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data. 

In analogous art Kanou teaches storing individual segment 
metadata that includes timing data (Fig.3; Paragraph 0038-0039). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov and Arsenault's system to include storing 
individual segment metadata that includes timing data, as taught by 
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Kanou, for the advantage of organizing and prioritizing when program 
segments will occur during the span of the entire program. 

Consider claim 33, Gorbatov teaches a method in a programmable 
device (Col 9: lines 14-31, 42-49) comprising: 

storing program metadata that includes descriptive data for 
television programs and segment metadata that includes descriptive data 
for individual segments of television programs (Col 6: line 25 - Col 8: line 
26 teaches descriptive data for television programs and individual 
segments of television programs. Col 8: lines 28-34 teaches sending the 
descriptive data to the set-top box and later presenting it to the user. 
Descriptive data is inherently stored in some type of memory, ie: cache, or 
permanent memory, prior to presentation to the user. Col 8: line 62 - Col 
9: line 2 teaches retrieving events of interest and matching the to the 
event notifications to record the segments. Descriptive data is inherently 
stored in order for the set-top box to retrieve descriptive data for 
comparison); 

receiving a command to display a program guide (Col 4: line 65 - 
Col 5: line 1 , and Col 8: lines 34-37 teaches displaying a program guide. 
A command originating from some source is inherently received in order to 
cause the program guide to be presented to the user); 

in response to the command, producing from the program metadata 
and segment metadata a program guide, the program guide comprising 
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fields representing television programs arranged by channel (Col 4: line 56 
- Col 5: line 1); and 

in response to a further command, displaying segment information 
from said segment metadata for a program in the list (Col 4: line 63 - Col 
5: line 1). 

Gorbatov does not explicitly teach, storing program and individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data; 

In an analogous art Arsenault teaches, storing program metadata 
that includes timing data (Col 3: lines 54-61; Col 23-29); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov's system to include storing program 
metadata that includes timing data; a program guide comprising fields 
representing television programs arranged by channel, as taught by 
Arsenault, for the advantage of organizing and prioritizing the times 
programming will occur in order to present to to the user an organized 
interface that allows them to easily process and decide on desired 
programming content. 

Gorbatov and Arsenault do not explicitly teach storing individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data. 

In analogous art Kanou teaches storing individual segment 
metadata that includes timing data (Fig. 3; Paragraph 0038-0039). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov and Arsenault's system to include storing 
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individual segment metadata that includes timing data, as taught by 
Kanou, for the advantage of organizing and prioritizing when program 
segments will occur during the span of the entire program. 

Consider claim 2, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach wherein 
the program guide further comprises an indicator that is navigable among 
said program and segment fields in response to navigation commands to 
indicate a particular program or segment (Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 3-6 
teaches selecting events of interests {program segments} using a remote 
control or a mouse. It is inherent that there is an indicator for selecting of 
events {program segments}). 

Consider claim 6, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach in 
response to a command, scheduling the recording of a segment indicated 
by the indicator (Col 2: lines 35-37; Col 8: lines 37-40). 

Consider claim 7, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach in 
response to a command, initiating recording of a segment indicated by the 
indicator (Col 5: lines 1-6; Col 8: lines 37-40; Col 8: line 62 - Col 9: line 2). 

Consider claim 12, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach in 
response to a command, issuing a request for transmission to the device 
of a segment indicated by the indicator (Gorbatov - Col 37-44 teaches the 
user selecting and requesting events of interest {segment}. Col 8: line 62 
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- Col 9: line 5 teaches receiving and recording the selected segments 
requested). 

Consider claim 19, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach wherein 
the segment fields are located in the grid on the field of the program to 
which they correspond (Gorbatov - Col 4: line 56 - Col 5: line 1 teaches 
display of segments and their corresponding programs; Arsenault - Fig.4; 
Col 1 1 : lines 43-60 teaches display of programming selections in a grid). 

Consider claim 20, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach the 
locations of borders of the segment fields within the program field are 
proportioned according to start times of the respective segments 
(Gorbatov - Col 4: line 56 - Col 5: line 1 teaches display of segments and 
their corresponding programs; Arsenault - Fig.4; Col 1 1: lines 43-60 
teaches display of programming arranged according to their start and end 
times). 

Consider claim 21, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach the 
segment fields are located in the grid below the field of .the program to 
which they correspond (Gorbatov - Col 4: line 63 - Col 5: line 1 teaches 
presenting program segments below the selected program; Arsenault - 
Fig.4; Col 1 1 : lines 43-60 teaches display of programming selections in a 
grid). 
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Consider claim 29, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach wherein 
said grid comprises an indicator that is navigable by a user among said 
program fields (Arsenault - Fig.4; Col 1 1 : lines 43-60 teaches display of 
programming selections in a grid. Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 3-6 teaches 
selecting events of interests {program segments} using a remote control or 
a mouse. It is inherent that there is an indicator for selecting of events 
{program segments}), and 

wherein said segment information is displayed for a program 
indicated by the indicator (Gorbatov - Col 4: line 63 - Col 5: line 1). 

Consider claim 30, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach segment 
fields navigable by said indicator (Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 3-6 teaches 
selecting events of interests {program segments} using a remote control or 
a mouse {navigable segment fields}. It is inherent that there is an 
indicator for selecting of events {program segments}). 

5. Claims 3-5, 31, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gorbatov et al. (US 6,792,617), in view of Arsenault (US 
6,971 , 1 1 9), in view of Kanou (US 2003/01 77492), and further in view of Reynolds 
et al. (US 2006/0010469). 

Consider claim 34, Gorbatov teaches a method in a programmable 
device (Col 9: lines 14-31, 42-49) comprising: 
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storing program metadata that includes descriptive data for 
television programs and segment metadata that includes descriptive data 
for individual segments of television programs (Col 6: line 25 - Col 8: line 
26 teaches descriptive data for television programs and individual 
segments of television programs. Col 8: lines 28-34 teaches sending the 
descriptive data to the set-top box and later presenting it to the user. 
Descriptive data is inherently stored in some type of memory, ie: cache, or 
permanent memory, prior to presentation to the user. Col 8: line 62 - Col 
9: line 2 teaches retrieving events of interest and matching the to the 
event notifications to record the segments. Descriptive data is inherently 
stored in order for the set-top box to retrieve descriptive data for 
comparison); 

receiving a command to display a program guide (Col 4: line 65 - 
Col 5: line 1 , and Col 8: lines 34-37 teaches displaying a program guide. 
A command originating from some source is inherently received in order to 
cause the program guide to be presented to the user); and 

in response to the command, presenting a program guide that is 
produced from the program metadata and segment metadata (Col 4: line 
56 - Col 5: line 1), the program guide comprising: 

fields representing television programs (Col 4: line 56 - Col 5: line 
1);and 

Gorbatov does not explicitly teach, storing program and individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data; 



Application/Control Number: 10/687,984 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2623 

a portion that is customized to display information from the 
metadata of segments of programs displayed in the guide in response to 
navigation commands. 

In an analogous art Arsenault teaches, storing program metadata 
that includes timing data (Col 3: lines 54-61; Col 23-29); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov's system to include storing program 
metadata that includes timing data; a program guide comprising fields 
representing television programs arranged by channel, as taught by 
Arsenault, for the advantage of organizing and prioritizing the times 
programming will occur in order to present to to the user an organized 
interface that allows them to easily process and decide on desired 
programming content. 

Gorbatov and Arsenault do not explicitly teach storing individual 
segment metadata that includes timing data. 

In analogous art Kanou teaches storing individual segment 
metadata that includes timing data (Fig.3; Paragraph 0038-0039). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Gorbatov and Arsenault's system to include storing 
individual segment metadata that includes timing data, as taught by 
Kanou, for the advantage of organizing and prioritizing when program 
segments will occur during the span of the entire program. 
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Gorbatov, Arsenault, and Kanou do not explicitly teach a portion 
that is customized to display information from the metadata of segments of 
programs displayed in the guide in response to navigation commands. 

In an analogous art Reynolds teaches, a portion that is customized 
to display information from metadata of segments of programs displayed 
in a guide in response to navigation commands (Paragraph 0107-0108). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include a portion that is customized to display information from metadata 
of segments of programs displayed in a guide in response to navigation 
commands, as taught by Reynolds, for the advantage of providing 
additional information to the user, allowing him/her to make a more well 
informed decision regarding the segment of interest. 

Consider claim 3, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach wherein the location of the indicator on a field representing a 
program segment causes display in the guide of descriptive information 
concerning that program segment. 

In an analogous art Reynolds teaches, wherein a location of an 
indicator on a field representing a program segment causes display in a 
guide of descriptive information concerning that program segment 
(Paragraph 0107-0108). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include wherein a location of an indicator on a field representing a 
program segment causes display in a guide of descriptive information 
concerning that program segment, as taught by Reynolds, for the 
advantage of providing additional information to the user, allowing him/her 
to make a more well informed decision regarding the segment of interest. 

Consider claim 4, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach in response to a command, tuning to a channel of a segment 
indicated by the indicator. 

In an analogous art Reynolds teaches, in response to a command, 
tuning to a channel of a segment indicated by an indicator (Paragraph 
0112; Paragraph 0116, 0118). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include in response to a command, tuning to a channel of a segment 
indicated by an indicator, as taught by Reynolds, for the advantage of 
allowing the user to view the desired segment upon selection, providing 
them instantly with their desired selection keeping them entertained. 
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Consider claim 5, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach in response to a command, scheduling a reminder for a segment 
indicated by the indicator. 

In an analogous art Reynolds teaches, in response to a command, 
scheduling a reminder for a segment indicated by an indicator (Paragraph 
0111-0112). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include in response to a command, scheduling a reminder for a segment 
indicated by an indicator, as taught by Reynolds, for the advantage of 
bringing to the attention of the user a selected segment they had desired 
to view, so that they will not forget and miss the desired segment. 

Consider claim 31, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach displaying additional segment information for a segment on which 
the indicator is located. 

In an analogous art Reynolds teaches, displaying additional 
segment information for a segment on which an indicator is located 
(Paragraph 0107-0108). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include displaying additional segment information for a segment on which 
an indicator is located, as taught by Reynolds, for the advantage of 
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providing additional information to the user, allowing him/her to make a 
more well informed decision regarding the segment of interest. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gorbatov et al. (US 6,792,617), in view of Arsenault (US 6,971 ,1 19), in view of 
Kanou (US 2003/0177492), and further in view of Alexander et al. (US 
6,177,931). 

Consider claim 8, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach in response to a command, updating viewer preferences stored by 
the device in accordance with segment characteristics represented in the 
segment metadata of a segment indicated by the indicator. 

In an analogous art, Alexander teaches in response to a command, 
updating viewer preferences stored by the device in accordance with 
segment characteristics represented in the segment metadata of a 
segment indicated by the indicator (Alexander - Col 28: lines 30-67 
teaches the system records/updates the user profile every time the viewer 
interacts with the EPG. Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 3-6 teaches selecting 
events of interests {program segments} using a remote control or a 
mouse. It is inherent that there is an indicator for selecting of events 
{program segments}). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include in response to a command, updating viewer preferences stored by 



Application/Control Number: 10/687,984 Page 
Art Unit: 2623 

the device in accordance with segment characteristics represented in the 
segment metadata of a segment indicated by the indicator, as taught by 
Alexander, for the advantage of providing the system with continuously 
updated user taste information, in order for the system to provide the user 
with the most up to date and most relevant programming selections 
tailored to the user. 

7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gorbatov et al. (US 6,792,617), in view of Arsenault (US 6,971,119), in view of 
Kanou (US 2003/0177492), in view of Herring ton (US 6,865,746), and further in 
view of Alexander et al. (US 6,177,931). 

Consider claim 9, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach in response to a command, presenting a user interface that displays 
segment characteristics represented in the segment metadata of a 
segment indicated by the indicator- 
receiving user selections with respect to the displayed segment 
characteristics; 

updating viewer preferences in accordance with the user 
selections. 

In an analogous art Herrington teaches, in response to a command, 
presenting a user interface that displays segment characteristics 
represented in the segment metadata of a segment indicated by the 
indicator (Herrington - Col 8: line 51 - Col 9: line 15 teaches displaying 
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characteristics of the current programming selection. Gorbatov - Col 5: 
lines 3-6 teaches selecting events of interests {program segments} using a 
remote control or a mouse. It is inherent that there is an indicator for 
selecting of events {program segments}); 

receiving user selections with respect to the displayed segment 
characteristics (Herrington - Col 8: line 51 - Col 9: line 15 teaches 
receiving user selection for displayed characteristics of the selected 
programming. Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 3-6 teaches selecting events of 
interests {program segments} using a remote control or a mouse); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault, and Kanou, to 
include in response to a command, presenting a user interface that 
displays segment characteristics represented in segment metadata of a 
segment indicated by an indicator; receiving user selections with respect 
to the displayed segment characteristics, as taught by Herrington, for the 
advantage of providing the user with a quick and easy way to customize 
search of programming choices similar programming to the selected 
programming of their taste. 

Gorbatov, Arsenault, and Kanou, do not explicitly teach updating 
viewer preferences in accordance with the user selections. 

In an analogous art, Alexander teaches updating viewer 
preferences in accordance with the user selections (Alexander - Alexander 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/687,984 Page 22 

Art Unit: 2623 

- Col 28: lines 30-67 teaches the system records/updates the user profile 
every time the viewer interacts with the EPG). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault, Kanou, and 
Herrington to include updating viewer preferences in accordance with the 
user selections, as taught by Alexander, for the advantage of providing the 
system with continuously updated user taste information, in order for the 
system to provide the user with the most up to date and most relevant 
programming selections tailored to the user. 

8. Claims 10, 11, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gorbatov et al. (US 6,792,617), in view of Arsenault (US 
6,971 ,1 19), in view of Kanou (US 2003/0177492), and further in view of 
Herrington et al. (US 6,865,746). 

Consider claim 10, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach in response to a command, identifying and displaying additional 
segments and programs having characteristics in common with 
characteristics represented in the segment metadata of a segment 
indicated by the indicator. 

In an analogous art Herrington teaches, in response to a command, 
identifying and displaying additional programming selections having 
characteristics in common with characteristics represented in the 
programming metadata of a programming indicated by the indicator 
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(Herrington - Col 6: lines 43-52; Col 7: lines 38-60. Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 
3-6 teaches selecting events of interests {program segments} using a 
remote control or a mouse. It is inherent that there is an indicator for 
selecting of events {program segments}). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include in response to a command, identifying and displaying additional 
programming selections having characteristics in common with 
characteristics represented in the programming metadata of a 
programming indicated by the indicator, as taught by Herrington, for the 
advantage of providing the user with a quick and easy way to obtain 
similar programming to the selected programming of their taste. 

Consider claim 11, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach in response to a command, presenting a user interface that displays 
segment characteristics represented in the segment metadata of a 
segment indicated by the indicator; 

receiving user selections with respect to the displayed segment 
characteristics; and 

identifying and displaying additional segments and programs 
having characteristics in common with the selected segment 
characteristics. 
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In an analogous art Herrington teaches, in response to a command, 
presenting a user interface that displays segment characteristics 
represented in segment metadata of a segment indicated by an indicator 
(Herrington - Col 8: line 51 - Col 9: line 15 teaches displaying 
characteristics of the current programming selection. Gorbatov - Col 5: 
lines 3-6 teaches selecting events of interests {program segments} using a 
remote control or a mouse. It is inherent that there is an indicator for 
selecting of events {program segments}). 

receiving user selections with respect to the displayed segment 
characteristics (Herrington - Col 8: line 51 - Col 9: line 15 teaches 
receiving user selection for displayed characteristics of the selected 
programming. Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 3-6 teaches selecting events of 
interests {program segments} using a remote control or a mouse); and 

identifying and displaying additional programming having 
. characteristics in common with the selected segment characteristics (Col 
9: lines 16-33. Reynolds - Paragraph 0107-0108 teaches displayed 
segment characteristics). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault, and Kanou, to 
include in response to a command, presenting a user interface that 
displays segment characteristics represented in segment metadata of a 
segment indicated by an indicator; receiving user selections with respect 
to the displayed segment characteristics; and identifying and displaying 
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additional programming having characteristics in common with the 
selected segment characteristics, as taught by Herrington, for the 
advantage of providing the user with a quick and easy customizable way 
to obtain similar programming to the selected programming of their taste. 

Consider claim 26, Gorbatov, Arsenault, and Kanou, do not 
explicitly teach metadata used to produce the guide is selected from 
among the stored program metadata and segment metadata in 
accordance with user-specified filtering criteria. 

In an analogous art Herrington teaches, metadata used to produce 
the guide is selected from among the stored program metadata and 
segment metadata in accordance with user-specified filtering criteria 
(Herrington - Fig.7a; Col 8: line 49 - Col 9: line 15, and Col 9: lines 16-33 
teaches displaying programming in accordance with user-specified filtering 
criteria. Gorbatov - Col 4: line 56 - Col 5: line 1 teaches displaying 
program segments and their corresponding metadata in a program guide). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault, and Kanou, to 
include metadata used to produce the guide is selected from among the 
stored program metadata and segment metadata in accordance with user- 
specified filtering criteria, as taught by Herrington, for the advantage of 
providing the user with a quick and easy customizable way to obtain 
programming tailored to their taste. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/687,984 Page 26 

Art Unit: 2623 

9. Claims 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gorbatov et al. (US 6,792,617), in view of Arsenault (US 6,971,1 19), in view 
of Kanou (US 2003/0177492), and further in view of Lemmons et al. (US 
6,481,011). 

Consider claim 13, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not teach 
teaches interest level information indicating a level of viewer interest in a 
segment indicated by the indicator. 

In an analogous art Lemmons teaches, interest level information 
indicating a level of viewer interest in a segment indicated by the indicator 
(Lemmons - Col 7: lines 16-55, Col 9: lines 1-20, 35-42 teaches indicating 
the level of viewer interest via color coding. Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 3-6 
teaches selecting events of interests {program segments} using a remote 
control or a mouse. It is inherent that there is an indicator for selecting of 
events {program segments}). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include interest level information indicating a level of viewer interest in a 
segment indicated by the indicator, as taught by Lemmons, for the 
advantage of allowing the user to quickly ascertain as to whether or not it 
is worth their time in viewing a particular programming. 
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Consider claim 14, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach the 
interest level information includes a color code representing the level of 
viewer interest (Col 9: lines 1-20, 35-42). 

Consider claim 15, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach the 
interest level information includes at least one of a category and a 
keyword used in determining the interest level information (Col 9: lines 2- 
7). 

Consider claim 16, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach interest 
level information indicating respective levels of viewer interest in 
respective segments of a program. 

In an analogous art Lemmons teaches, interest level information 
indicating respective levels of viewer interest in respective segments of a 
program (Lemmons - Col 7: lines 16-55, Col 9: lines 1-20, 35-42 teaches 
indicating higher level of interest if programming is highlighted in more 
than one color, meeting more than one criterion. Gorbatov - Col 5: lines 3- 
6 teaches selecting events of interests {program segments} using a 
remote control or a mouse. It is inherent that there is an indicator for 
selecting of events {program segments}). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include interest level information indicating respective levels of viewer 
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interest in respective segments of a program, as taught by Lemmons, for 
the advantage of allowing the user to quickly ascertain what particular 
programming best matches their viewing desires best. 

Consider claim 17, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach the 
interest level information includes a color code representing the level of 
viewer interest (Col 9: lines 1-20, 35-42). 

Consider claim 18, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou teach the 
interest level information includes at least one of a category and a 
keyword used in determining the level of interest (Col 9: lines 2-7). 

10. Claims 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gorbatov et al. (US 6,792,617), in view of Arsenault (US 6,971,119), in view 
of Kanou (US 2003/0177492), and further in view of Logan et al. (US 
2003/0093790). 

Consider claim 22, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach the segment fields are located outside of the grid. 

In an analogous art Logan teaches, segment fields are located 
outside of a grid (Fig.5; Paragraph 0328). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include segment fields are located outside of a grid, as taught by Logan, 
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for the advantage of displaying a breakdown of the program in a 
designated place, where the user knows to look allowing them to quickly 
decide on segments of a video. 

Consider claim 23, Gorbatov, Arsenault, Kanou, and Logan teach 
the segment fields are located in a segment description display area of the 
guide (Logan - Fig. 5; Paragraph 0319, 0328). 

Consider claim 24, Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou do not explicitly 
teach the segment fields are arranged in a column outside of the grid. 

In an analogous art Logan teaches, segment fields are arranged in 
a column outside of a grid (Fig.4; Paragraph 0312, 0314 teaches segment 
fields arranged in a vertical listing). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault and Kanou to 
include segment fields are arranged in a column outside of a grid, as 
taught by Logan, for the advantage of displaying a well structured and 
informative breakdown of the program in a designated place, where the 
user knows to look allowing them to quickly decide on segments of a 
video. 
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Consider claim 25, Gorbatov, Arsenault, Kanou, and Logan teach 
the segment fields contain descriptive information for respective segments 
of a program (Logan - Fig.4; Paragraph 0312, 0314 teaches segment 
fields displaying corresponding descriptive information). 

Kanou further teaches segment fields contains timing information 
(Fig.3; Paragraph 0040). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Gorbatov, Arsenault, Kanou, and Logan 
to include segment fields contains timing information, as further taught by 
Kanou, for the advantage of informing the user in an organized/prioritized 
manner when program segments will occur during the span of the entire 
program. 
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